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INTERNATIONAL DAIRY MARKET NEWS - EUROPE 
Information gathered  May 2 - 13, 2016  

Prices are U.S. $/MT, F.O.B. port. Information gathered for this report is from trades, offers to sell, and secondary data. This bi-weekly report may not always contain the same 
products and/or regions. Future reports may be included or withdrawn depending on availability of information. MT = metric ton = 2,204.6 pounds. 

WESTERN OVERVIEW: There will be a vote this week in the 
European Parliament on whether to mandate country of origin 
labelling for milk and some processed dairy products processed or 
manufactured in the EU. Critics say that if implemented, this would 
impede the easy flow of dairy products within the EU. Supporters 
disagree. The continuing high volumes of milk produced in the EU 
resulted in skim milk powder going into the EU intervention 
program last week. The most significant volumes came from 
Poland, France, Germany and Belgium.  Additionally, 539 MT of 
skim milk powder entered the EU 365 day private storage program 
last week. Most of it was sourced from the Netherlands and Spain. 
Cow slaughter numbers in Germany are up from what had been 
expected. It is also reported that for the EU as a whole, the increase 
in milk output during March slowed slightly. Output increased in 
March, but increased at a slower pace than the prior month. 
 
 
BUTTER/BUTTEROIL: Butter  pr ices increased slightly at the 
top of the price range, driven by price factors involving certain 
German butter markets. Butter prices in most of the balance of the 
EU butter producing nations are unchanged. Retail demand for 
butter in the EU has been active, attributed in part to it being the 
asparagus season. EU block butter demand also remains active. 
Butter and butteroil exports from the EU, January-February 2016 
compared to 2015, increased 49%, according to GTA. The top three 
destinations and change in volume from the same period of 2015 
were: Saudi Arabia, +31%; USA, +35%; and Egypt, -21%. Imports 
of butter and butteroil by China increased 79% during the same 
period.        
    
 
82% BUTTERFAT:              2,500 - 2,900              
99% BUTTERFAT:              3,500 - 3,800       
 
SKIM MILK POWDER (SMP): Skim milk powder  pr ices 
expressed in U.S. dollars increased slightly. There were two factors. 
First, while overall prices in the EU are stable, there were some 
slight increases in German and Dutch markets for certain SMP. 
Another factor was the weakening of the dollar recently. SMP 
exports from the EU January-February 2016 compared to 2015, 
increased 4%, according to GTA. SMP exports from the EU January
-February 2016 compared to 2015 increased 5%, according to GTA. 
The top three destinations and change in volume from the same 
period of 2015 were: Algeria, -12%; Indonesia, +53%; and China, 
+71%. 
  
 
1.25% BUTTERFAT:                          1,700 - 1,850            
 
 
 
SWEET WHEY POWDER: Whey prices in the EU strengthened at 
the lower end of the price range this week, reflecting demand being 
higher. Whey producers in the EU have been frustrated by relatively 
flat prices for some time. Many feel this slight sign of strengthening 
is welcome.                                        
                                                                  
NONHYGROSCOPIC:                             550 - 675     
 
 
 

WHOLE MILK POWDER (WMP):  Whole milk powder  pr ices 
firmed slightly at the bottom of the price range but are unchanged at 
the top. WMP exports from the EU January-February 2016 
compared to 2015 increased 5%, according to GTA. The top three 
destinations and change in volume from the same period of 2015 
were: Oman, +7%; Algeria, -26%; and China, -32%. 
                                       
                                                                  
26% BUTTERFAT:                            2,000 - 2,125            
 
 
 
 
EASTERN OVERVIEW: Eastern EU countr ies have mixed 
positions as to recent discussions in the EU as to taking various 
steps to reduce milk output. During recent votes within the 
European Commission, Lithuania voted for measures to achieve 
reductions. Bulgaria, Estonia, Finland, Hungary, the Czech 
Republic, and Slovenia voted in favor. Latvia, Poland, Romania and 
Croatia abstained.  
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